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HOME AND FAMILY LIPE 


by Miss Mary EK. SGweeny* 


Discussion has been centering around the unrest among the nations of the 
world. We have forgotten that much of that unrest has its center in the home and 
in the attitudes of the mother anc children in the family. Unless the fumily is 
living a satisfying life, you have instability and with instability the unrest that 
is our concern today. What I know of village life convinces me that its greatest 
need is in its homes. And the mothor in the village home needs help in every as- 
pect of her life. The woman in the city has all kinds of contacts and facilities 
for learning and acquiring new interests that are not available to the village wo- 
man. The imperative of the Christian Church, therefore, is to enrich the life of 
the village home. I do not think we can ever feel we have touched the problems in 
any country until we move to the focel point of Christian life which is in the 
children -- in the atmosphere of the home. 


A Hindu said to me: "The most convincing evidence that Christianity has 
ever offered to me has been the relationships thet exist in Christian family life 
and the respect that the Christian religion gives to human personality. Nothing 
has ever convinced me like that." I think we miss the point if we don't center our 
interest on home and family life, because no socicty is any more stuble than its 
homes. If you are going to influence character, you have to move into the home life 
of the people who create and maintzin that family life. 


The thing that impressed me about Christian institutions I visited was 
their lack of realization that home and family life had any respectability in edu- 
cation, still less a place in their curriculum. It is rather appalling that people 
who have the opportunity to contribute all tnat science and philosophy can teach 
about life, about human relations, about the care and training of children through 
home end family life, should fail to avail themselves of the opportunity to do so. 
It seems rather tragic that we heve taught our young people so many subjects but 
have not helped them to come to grips with those compelling problems of home and 
family life which lie at the very base of their lives. Wo Christian college can 
be really Christian until it is a center for training of both men and women in this 
field. That means, not only do they have to train for leadership, but they need to 
train extension people also. JI asked a Bible woman: "What do you do when you go 
out?" "Pray." "Do you ever look at the baby?" "Oh, no, thet is not my territory." 


In the Orient, the thing that I found te be a common denominator of in- 
terest was the children. You can talk to men and women about their children easier 
and more intimately than any other part of life. It scems to me we are missing a 
very great opportunity in our Christian service through education if we fail to 
help students, who cre potential parents, and parents of children in understanding 
themselves and their problems and in finding some solution for them. 


I am glad of an opportunity to emphasize three points that are essential 
if there is to be formal or informal education in home and family life, scientifi- 
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cally-trained people to plan and conduct the instruction, wholesome, well-balanced 
personnel, and adequate subject matter content. Sometimes being a well-meaning per- 
son and loving children is taken for the equivalent of knowledge of psychology, 
study of physiology, understanding of socinl sciences, custans and traditions, 
training in child development and religious education. 


Content 


The term "home economics! is too limited to express cll the training thet 
is included in any well-organized course. The center of all home economics is the 
child or, in other terms; the pricelessness of human life, und ali training should 
gravitate around the development of human life, its maintenance, and the attainment 
of its greatest potentialities. Ail the subjects offered are justified by their 
direct contribution to the growth und development of the individual. Religious edu- 
cation for the family is just 2s important for the person going to the mission field 
as any other preparation he may receive. 


In sending young missionaries to the mission field, it seems to me almost 
necessary thet they have some understanding of what constitutes a thoroughly ade- 
quate course in the field of home und family life and that they have been "exposed" 
to some of the courses, such is, fomily relations, development of personality, care 
and rearing of children. They can encourage, defend, snd help to make these a part 
of Christian education on more than one level of cducation. It is essential that 
all outgoing personnel should be "bricfed" as to the significance of this aspect of 
education and its importance in the scrvice which the Church is seeking to render. 


Training 


There should be "in-service training" for those on the field whose exper- 
ience and knowledge are invaluable but the chrreacter of whose work has been ch:nged 
because situations have altered; sometimes the necd they had been meeting no longer 
exists and their ability and talents need to be used in another field. In-service 
training for such people, in the field of home and family life, could add immecasur- 
ably to their usefulness and to their satisfaction in their work. 


"Refresher courses" for those who have had trnining in the field of home 
and family life are highiy desirable, since progress in both method and content is 
rapid end missionaries get a feeling of being out of date. American professors 
visiting India and China could perform 4 useful service in offering such courses. 
At the Merrill-Palmer School in Detroit, when we were first asked to give 2 six 
weeks! seminar in education for home and fomily life for missionaries on furlough, 
we wondered what could be done in that length of time to acquaint missionaries with 
the whole field. I can report, after secing these people in action in the Orient, 
that they have made a magnificent use of what was given them. They sterted nursery 
schools in high schools and in villeges, opencd creches for babies, developed 
classes for parents, anc were teaching courses in high schools in home and family 
life for those girls who would never go to college. There wes one advantage in 
having the course for six wecks only: they did not get a fixed pattern but did get 
the underlying principles and the ideas, and with their experience they could make 
these into a pattern thet was needed in the countrics on the mission field. When I 
met the women doing this task so splcencidly, their first question was: "What is 
America doing in this field?" America could have learned « great deul from them in 
the adaptations they had made! 


It was disappointing to sce that, as yet, the theological seminaries have 
not made this field one of their required courses. In talking to rural pastors 
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whose lifework was to be in the villages, it was apparently a completely new aspect 
of training for their work. In one seminary the teacher of religious education had 
opened @ nursery school on a beck porch to which the children of the pastors went 
daily. The men's wives were studying English anc arithmetic, but neither the men 
nor their wives had any free time to learn about their children's habits, their 
abilities, their discipline, and their needs. Ayahs had the care of their children 
when they were not in the nursery school. Whet an opportunity was lost to give 
both husband and wife an insight into and understanding of their own children and 

a touching point with every family in their village through their service to the 
children and parents of that viliage! It is my deep conviction that the open door 
to any community lies in selfless service to its children. Such a service needs to 
be based on knowledge, understanding, ond experience with children. 


Training in this field on the college levei is important and essential. 
One of the services a country like America can render is to fortify such training 
with all available scientific material, with newer methods of observation and field 
work, and with profound regard for it as one of the basic courses in a liberal edu- 
cation. It will not be an easy task to introduce such courses into colleges because 
in educational institutions, as in almost every area of life, there are entrenched 
interests, and the introduction of a field as new as home and family life threatens 
other departments. They infer at once that it means they will have to sacrifice 
some of their courses. In the universities which I visited, it took some time to 
convince teaching staffs that it wes their opportunity to share what their scien- 
tific field had to contribute to the on-going life of the nation. In one institu- 
tion where I spent three weeks, for the most part working with the administrative 
and teaching steff, one of the prefessors said: "At last, I see what you mean by 
integration." Home and family life, of one sort cr another, is as old as the race, 
and yet, when it is proposed to study it and understand its significance, it seems 
to be a new idea, new material, ana a new field of human interest. 


Our job is to build up fine training centers for nationals in their own 
countries, where they work on their own probiems, in their own longuages and tradi- 
tions, and learn to solve them. It is disturbing for students to come to the United 
States and learn Western ways and methods, then take them beck and try to fit them 
into their own cultures. It is the colleges' responsibility to tell the national 
student that ours 2re Western methods, fitted te our way of life, which must be 
adapted to their own Situations. Mission boards should be careful to see that this 
is done. Too often foreign students have returned to their homclands with divided 
loyalties, with only Western training for Western ways of life. And trying to make 
their own culture fit into Western ideas, they develop a kind of "split personali- 
ty," rejecting their own culture and yet finding no substitute for it enywhere. 

They incapacitate themselves for doing the job they cane to us to be trained to do. 
We have no moral right tc do that to those who come to learn from us. It is our 
task to reinterpret what they have learned, while with us, in terms of their cul- 
ture, their way of life, and to help them to accept with high courage whatever the 
situations are into which they go. 


The real challenge in Indie is nursery schools in the villages. I was 
impressed that one of the requests Mr. Gandhi made for use of funds collected in 
his wife's memory was to start nursery schools in villages. The thing that had hap- 
pened in the places I obscerveu wos that the Indians thormselves said the homes of 
these villagers had been closed to them as social workers or teachers until they 
opened & nursery schocl. Then there was, as if by, magic, opening of homes and op- 
portunity for parent education. Mission representatives have started nursery 
schools under trees, while parents worked in the fields, and the rapport established 
was extraordinary. Service to the family is a challenging thing! 
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Personnel 


Whatcver you do, don't assign malndjusted people to try to teach others 
about home and family life. Home and fnmily life is no escape mechanism. You have 
to be careful about personnel and know intimate details about them. I met some 
people who thought it easier to solve their dcep personal problems, to readjust 
themselves to their own affairs, in a foreign situation than in the Ynited States. 
But the young people I met who were interested in the rural mission field were 
wholesome, well-rounded people, and the thing they longed for most was 2 challeng- 
ing job. They want respect for the field of home and far. sit life, not 2 back porch 
en which to hold nursery schools. Personnel must meet dif fieiities joyously, re- 
courcefully, creatively; they must like people, must have intellectual curiosity, 
and not be efraid to work. 


To give people respect for whatever work they do is one of the chsllenges 
thet confronts the young missionary going out into the field. To make the village 
mother believe thnt her task in rearing 2a femily, so that her children receive all 
that is required to make them men and women of enduring worth, is no easy task; but 
it is necessary if that hore is to vindicute the teachings of the Christicn mission. 
Missionaries need to be sensitive to the needs of those they serve and to care 
greatly what happens to people. These are some of the chiracteristics nceded by 
missionary personnel in the fiels of home and family life. 


